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COUNCIL STAFF CONTACTS
CONTACT NUMBER 903-597-7201

Mike Ballew
ballew@bsamail.org

Scout Executive
Tim Bullock

tibulloc@bsamail.org
Assistant Scout Executive

David Guerra
dguerra@bsamail.org

Finance & Program Director
John McDougald

jmcdouga@bsamail.org
District Director Okee-Tuklo

David Gano
ganobsa@gmail.com • 903-570-6297

District Director Cherokee Trace
Edie Heinicke

naconichede@gmail.com 
903-360-1431

District Director Naconiche
Linda Tucker

ltucker@bsamail.org
Learning for Life Executive

Mitch Gatlin
caddoscouter@yahoo.com 
District Executive Caddo

Jeffrey Jones
talltimbersde@yahoo.com

903-360-8271
District Executive Tall Timbers

John Moring
bsathreerivers@yahoo.com

903-360-0289
District Executive Three Rivers

Gus Cantarero
cantarero99@yahoo.com

Hispanic Outreach Coordinator
Laramie Jackson

takebackouryouth@gmailcom
903-360-1944

African American Outreach Coordinator
Barbara Barbee

bbarbee@bsamail.org • Office Manager
Laura Anderson

landerso@bsamail.org
Accounting Specialist

Lynn Mills
lymills@bsamail.org • Registration, 

Recharter & Training Records
Nicoale Waters

nwaters@bsamail.org • Event registra-
tion, Order of the Arrow, Tour Permits

Tina Landfair
tlandfai@bsamail.org
Friends of Scouting,

Eagle Scout processing
Pam Clanton

scoutshop@etexscouts.com
Scout Shop Manager

Kenneth Skinner
n5now@sbcglobal.net • 903-754-6463

G.W. Pirtle Ranger
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2009 COUNCIL
PHILMONT CONTINGENT

Annually, the East Texas Area Council receives 
two treks to Philmont.  In August of 2006, the 

Council Camping Committee agreed to use the 
following criteria when awarding a troop one of the 
two treks (dates below apply to 2009 treks): 

1) The troop must have submitted a reservation 
request for a 2009 Philmont Expedition.  Those troops 
who do not receive a confi rmed reservation will be 
placed on the Philmont waiting list.  East Texas Area 
Council troops on the waiting list will be selected 
based on their order on the waiting list if they meet 
the next two requirements.  

2) A Troop must have attended summer camp at 
Camp Pirtle within the last three years.  This would 
include the two previous years (2006, 2007) and 
having a reservation and deposit submitted for the 
approaching summer camp season.

3) A Troop must have participated in the most recent 
council popcorn sale

It is anticipated that the 2009 East Texas Area Council 
treks will be awarded in January of 2008.

• 100 young men became an Eagle Scout
• Lifetime memories for 1,607 youth who attended summer camp   
 programs
• 1,867 Cub Scouts spent quality time interacting with a parent at   
 12 Mom & Me and Dad & Lad campouts
• Skills were learned, challenges were overcome, and 
 self-confi dence increased by Scouts who earned 8,000 rank   
 advancements and merit badges 
• Over 15,000 hours of community service projects through the   
 Good Turn for America initiative
• 800 youth in our Hispanic Outreach Program enjoyed the    
 adventure of Scouting
• 350 youth in our recently launched African American Outreach   
 Program enjoyed the adventure of Scouting
• Direct service, training, and support to more than 3,300 adult   
 volunteer leaders
• 1,500 young men and women received hands-on career
 fi eld experience
• 3,500 youth received character education in their
 school classroom
• George W. Pirtle Scout Reservation was recognized as
 a nationally accredited camp
• Operated with a balanced budget for the 10th consecutive year

from page 1 …152 Family Friends of Scouting presentations.  
 Family Friends of Scouting Chairmen in each of our six 
districts are currently setting presentation dates with Cub Scout, 
Boy Scout, and Venturing Leaders throughout our seventeen 
county council.  If your pack, troop, or crew has not set a date 
for a Family Friends of Scouting presentation, please do secure 
an opportunity for the parents of your Scouts to be informed of 
the important needs and work of the East Texas Area Council.  

OF

MOM & ME
DAD LAD DIRECTOR TRAINING

Mom & Me/Dad & Lad Director training will be 
offered at Camp Pirtle on February 16, 2008.  

The Boy Scouts of America has standards by which to 
hold a Mom & Me and Dad & Lad.  These standards 
are to ensure the health, safety and well being of every 
camper, leader, visitor and staff member.  One of the 
requirements of these standards is that each Mom & Me 
and Dad & Lad Director is trained.  The training will 
include topics such as national standards review, event 
planning, scheduling, budgeting, emergency procedures, 
health & safety, staff training, dining hall operations, and 
much more.  A $15 fee will be charged to cover lunch 
and training materials.  The training will begin at 9:00 
a.m. and conclude around 3:00 p.m.  For a registration 
form, visit etexscouts.com 

ARCHERY & 
BB GUN SAFETY TRAINING

Archery & BB gun safety training will be offered at 
Camp Pirtle on February 9, 2008.  This training is 

required for Cub Scout Day Camp, Mom & Me, and 
Dad & Lad range offi cers.  This is the only training 
scheduled before Cub Scout Day Camp.  The archery 
course will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will conclude around 
12:30 p.m.  The BB gun course will begin at 12:30 p.m. 
and conclude around 3:00 p.m.  For those planning on 
taking both trainings, please bring a sack lunch.  We will 
not be taking a break between sessions.  The fee per 
course is $7 if received by the early bird deadline.  A $10 
fee per course will be required for those registering after 
the early bird deadline of January 25.  For a registration 
form, visit etexscouts.com

BB GUN SAFETY TRAINING
rchery & BB gun safety training will be offered at 

The 4th Annual Boy Scout Sporting Clays tournament was 
a great success on October 27th at Prairie Creek Sporting 
Clays facility. Bob Skorkowsky, event chairman, indicated 

that 22 teams participated on a beautiful fall morning. Plans 
are already underway for next year’s event, which will be held 
October 25, 2008.  Thanks go to several volunteer Scouters who 
helped make this event a great success: Milton O’Neal, Roddy 
Hogan, Randy Harmon, Lel Medford and Geoff Heinicke. 
Next year the fee for a 5 person team will be $500 with various 
sponsorships available.  Look for additional information on the 
East Texas Council website & mark your calendars for October 
25, 2008.

 4TH ANNUAL 
GREAT TEXAS 
SHOOT-OUT—
A BLAST



EAST TEXAS AREA COUNCIL, BSA

EAST TEXAS AREA COUNCIL, BSA
"Serving the Youth of East Texas!""Serving the Youth of East Texas!"

"Serving the Youth of East Texas!""Serving the Youth of East Texas!"

WINTER - SPRING 2008

WINTER - SPRING 2008
PAGE 11

It dawned on me that I use some forestry jargon when I 
write and that I need to defi ne terms to make these ar-
ticles easier to read:

Release – remove trees and other vegetation that are 
in direct competition with desirable seedlings or trees. 
Harvesting, herbicide applications, or prescribed burning 
are commonly means of removing or killing competing 
vegetation. 

Residual – those trees that are left after a harvest.

Selective Harvest – a forestry operation in which 
trees to be harvested are individually selected and marked 
with paint to show the harvesting contractor which trees 
are to be cut.

Stand – an area of the forest that will be managed as 
a single unit.  Tree size and age, past treatment of the 
area, and species mixture are similar enough throughout 
the area to treat it in the same manner, now and in the 
future. 

Two-thousand and seven started off with replant-
ing activities on George W. Pirtle (GWP) prop-
erty below the Lake Murvaul Dam.  A combi-

nation of feral hogs, too much water early in 2006, and 
too little water later that year resulted in almost complete 
mortality for the 8,000 hardwood seedlings planted in 
2006.  International Paper Company’s Super-Tree nurs-
ery in Bullard once again generously donated 8,000 
hardwood seedlings, saving the East Texas Area Council 
about $2,000.  Those seedlings were planted and survived 
well.
 With direction from GWP’s Forest Stewardship 
Committee and approval from the East Texas Area Coun-
cil (ETAC) Executive Committee, CJT & Associates is 
implementing the camp’s Forest Plan’s 2007 harvesting 
and pine seedling release projects.  Those include a se-
lective harvest of the area known as the Southeast Corner 
Stand, a fi rst thinning of the pine plantation south of the 
COPE road near the camp’s west gate, and a release of 
pine seedlings in 37 acres that were harvested south of 
COPE in 2006.
 The Southeast Corner Stand consists of about 60 
acres of pine-hardwood forest.  Most of the trees selected 
for harvest were pines that can be marketed for valuable 
products like lumber and plywood.  Some small pines and 
occasional hardwoods were also selected.  The smaller 
trees will be used to make paper and increasingly im-
portant wood panel products like Oriented-Strand Board 
(OSB).
 Southern pine species that grow at Camp Pirtle are 
called “shade intolerant” because they don’t grow suc-
cessfully in the shade of other trees.  A harvest increases 
the amount of sunlight reaching the forest fl oor by creat-
ing sizeable openings in the canopy.  Competition for wa-
ter and nutrients is also reduced, benefi ting the trees that 
remain.  Tree seeds that reach the soil’s surface have a 

better chance of successfully ger-
minating and surviving to regener-
ate a new, vigorous forest.
 The GWP Silver Circle Trail 
passes through the Southeast Cor-
ner Stand and hikers will have an 
up-close opportunity to watch a 
young forest grow to maturity.  

They will also see the natural succession of plants and 
animals as the forest changes.  The camp’s only “primi-
tive forest” is located near the camp’s southeast corner.  
That stand is considered to be primitive because it hasn’t 
been harvested since the Boy Scouts purchased the prop-
erty.  It will be excluded from current and future harvest 
operations.  An active beaver pond is located nearby on 
a neighbor’s land.  It’s a beautiful, interesting area; well 
worth the hike to experience it.  
 A total of 14 acres, 19% of the original Southeast 
Corner Stand, will be excluded from the harvest to protect 
streams and the primitive area.  The harvest contractor 
will remove harvest debris from the Silver Circle Trail.  
In compliance with Texas’ Best Management Practices 
for Silviculture, the contractor will restore roads that 
were used during the harvest operation.
 A harvest will also be conducted in the stand known 
as the South Plantation, located along the county road on 
the west side of the camp.  The 40 acres in that stand are 
ready for a fi rst thinning to improve residual tree growth, 
tree vigor, and forest aesthetics.  A variety of wildlife 
species also benefi t from thinnings.  The harvest was 
originally scheduled for February of 2008 and may be 
moved up to take advantage of volatile pulpwood market 
conditions.  
 In a fi rst thin operation about one-third of the trees 
will be harvested and marketed as pulpwood.  Those small 
trees are important in the manu-
facture of paper and OSB.  Thin-
ning the plantation will remove 
diseased, deformed, and crowded 
trees from the area while releas-
ing nutrients, water, and sunlight 
to the residual trees.
  Trees that are left in the 
thinned area will also be less sus-
ceptible to the Ips bark beetle, a 
forest insect that has been plagu-
ing Camp Pirtle for several years.  
The increased vigor of those trees 
makes them better able to with-
stand insect attacks.
 In 2006 a 38 acre stand south 
of COPE was selectively harvest-
ed.  The management plan called 
for seeds falling from residual 
trees to germinate in the recent-
ly disturbed soil.  An inspection 
in 2007 by CJT & Associates, 
private forestry consultant, con-
fi rmed the presence of suffi cient 
seedlings for future growth.  It 
also revealed a dense growth of 
weedy plants and woody shrubs 
competing with those seedlings.  
That would eventually cause high 
mortality of the tree seedlings and 

the stand would not be stocked with a desirable future 
forest.
 Silva Tech, South, a Forestry fi rm from Center, TX, 
has been contracted to treat the area with competition-
controlling herbicide to reduce the competition and re-
lease the seedlings to grow freely and vigorously before 
the competing species return in the future.  University 
studies have shown that removing competition in the fi rst 
year of seedlings’ growth may result in as much as a 20% 
gain in seedling survival and signifi cant increase in seed-
ling size.
 Along with those activities, the East Texas Area 
Council is working to obtain a road access agreement 
with one of the camp’s neighbors to ensure that the 100 
acres on the east side of Colo Creek will be accessible 
for future forest management and camp-related activi-
ties.  Another interesting recent activity entailed tracking 
down the owner of the small pipeline that crosses Camp 
Pirtle.  Documents are being prepared to have that right-
of-way given back to ETAC.
 All-in-all it’s been a busy year in the Camp Pirtle 
forest.  A dynamic resource like a forest demands regular 
visitation and management operations.  The GWP For-
est Stewardship Committee is grateful for the support of 
everyone involved with the East Texas Area Council.  We 
are fully committed to managing that renewable natural 
resource sustainably.
 Plan to visit Camp Pirtle this fall or winter to hike 
and camp along the Silver Circle Trail.  Ken Skinner, 
Camp Ranger, has been working hard to open the trail. 
Check with the Ranger to fi le a hike plan and ensure that 
the section of the trail that you want to visit is open.  Take 
your troop into GWP’s woods this fall.  You’ll fi nd some 
fantastic sights along Colo & Holly Creeks.  I promise 
they’ll enjoy the trip!

For: From:
Marvin Ellis Don & Larkin Simmons
 Mrs. Lois Burns
 University of Texas Health Center

Nelson Clyde III ETAC Executive Board & Staff

Ben Wilson Bellenfant Mr & Mrs Foster Murphy
 ETAC Executive Board & Staff
 ETAC Boy Scout Fdn Trustees

Stephen Lee Smith Diane Martin
 Helen Elbert
 Bobbie Nell Compton
 Alta Harper

John Albert White, Jr Jerry & Debbie Powell

Daniel L Hill Mrs. Joyce G Guinn
 Anne & John Turk
 Charles & Linda Davis
 Jim & Peggy Lawson
 Dr & Mrs. John Ross
 The Dunnavant Family

MEMORIALS 

GWP FORESTRY
OPERATIONS - 2007
by Frank B. Shockley, BSF, MBA, Certifi ed Forester
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etexscouts.com
MISSION STATEMENT:	
East Texas Area Council Website Committee's purpose is to provide 
current, accurate information and resource tools through the Internet 
environment.  While this will allow each unit, district, and Scouting 
individual to gain needed information, it will also create a platform to 
help promote the Scouting programs and facilities available throughout 
the East Texas Area Council.

Visit etexscouts.com for information regarding 
training, activities, camping, Camp Pirtle, 
District news, Council news, forms, 
calendars, etc.
Youth Protection Training now available at etexscouts.com

united way
of tyler/smith county,

Greater Longview, Lufkin, 
Nacogdoches & others

Greetings from Camp Pirtle!  A good time was had by all who attended the 
Mom and Me events.  Seems like attendance was up and that is good.  Winter 
Camp is right around the corner.  If you haven’t made your reservation, you 

better hurry.  It’s filling up fast.   
	 I would also like to express my thanks to those that attended the Camp 
Work Day on September 22.  Bill Smialek and David Selman painted the Rifle 
Range while Randy Harmon and David Gano painted the winter shelter just past 
the Archery Range.  Tom Puckette and David Guerra worked on the fire pits 
at the Burns Council Ring.  Doug Gardiner and Milton O’Neal reworked the 
electrical boxes and wiring at the water well, you have each helped make needed 
improvements at camp.   I appreciate you giving of your time and energy to make 
these projects successful.  I would also like to thank John Bell for installing toilet 
paper holders in the latrines in all the campsites prior to the Mom and Me events.  
I am sure they were, and will be, greatly appreciated.
	 Remember that Camp Pirtle is open year-round.  Bring your unit out for 
a weekend, have some fun, eat some good campfire cooking, and sleep under the 
stars.  Be sure to make a reservation with Nicoale at the Council office in Tyler.   
‘Til next time, take care and happy Scouting….Ranger Ken.

Ranger’sCorner




